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Associative Psychology, the brain, just as much as
the mental functions is, like matter itself, merely a
set of human sensations either actual or inferred as
possible, namely those which the anatomist has
when he opens the skull, and the impressions which
we suppose we should receive of molecular or some
other movements when the cerebral action was going
on, if there were no bony envelope and our senses
or our instruments were sufficiently delicate. Ex-
perience furnishes us with no example of any series
of states of consciousness, without this group of con-
tingent sensations attached to it;, but it is as easy to
imagine such a series of states without, as with, this
accompaniment, and. we know of no reason in the
nature of things against the possibility of its being
thus disjoined. We may suppose that the same
thoughts, .emotions, volitions and even sensations
which we have here, may persist or recommence
somewhere else under other conditions, just as we
may suppose that other thoughts and sensations may
exist under other conditions in other parts of the
universe. And in entertaining this supposition we
need not be embarrassed by any metaphysical difficul-
ties about a thinking substance. Substance is but a
general name for the perdurability of attributes:
wherever there is a series of thoughts connected
together by memories, that constitutes a thinking
substance. This absolute distinction in thought and